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Blinken ends latest Mideast visit without a cease-fire, warning 'time 
is of the essence' 


By 
JULIA 
FRANKEL 
and 
MATTHEW LEE 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken ended his ninth visit 
to the Middle East since 
the war in Gaza began 
without securing any major 
breakthrough for a cease- 
fire deal, warning on Tues- 
day that "time is of the es- 
sence" even as Hamas and 
Israel signaled that chal- 
lenges remain. 
After meetings in fellow 
mediating countries Egypt 
and Qatar, Blinken said 
that because Israel has 
accepted a proposal to 
bridge gaps with the mili- 
tant group, the focus turns 
to doing everything pos- 
sible to "get Hamas on 
board" and ensure both 
sides agree to key details 
on implementation. 


Continued on Page 2 


Supporters of hostages who were kidnapped during the deadly October 7 attack attend a protest near the hotel where U.S. Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken is staying during his visit in Tel Aviv, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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Blinken ends latest Mideast visit without a cease-fire, warning 'time 
is of the essence' 


"Our message is simple. It's 
clear and it's urgent," he 
told reporters before leav- 
ing Qatar. "We need to 
get a cease-fire and hos- 
tage agreement over the 
finish line, and we need to 
do it now. Time is of the es- 
sence." 
There has been added 
urgency after the recent 
targeted killings of militant 
leaders of Hamas and Hez- 
bollah in Iran and Lebanon, 
both attributed to Israel, 
and vows of retaliation that 
have sparked fears of a 
wider regional war. 
Few details have been re- 
leased about the so-called 
bridging proposal put forth 
by the U.S., Egypt and Qa- 
tar. Blinken said it is "very 
clear on the schedule and 
the 
locations 
of 
(Israeli 
military) withdrawals from 
Gaza." 
Hamas 
earlier 
Tuesday 
called the latest proposal 
a reversal of what it had 
agreed to, accusing the 
U.S. of acquiescing to new 
conditions from Israel. There 
was no immediate U.S. re- 
sponse to that. 
Blinken's comments on end- 
ing his latest Israel-Hamas 
peace mission were nota- 
bly bare of the optimism 
that Biden administration 
officials expressed going 
into his trip, and earlier. 
The upbeat tone through 
much of the spring and 
summer — with U.S. offi- 
cials at times describing 
a cease-fire and hostage 
deal as nearer than ever — 
reflected necessary mes- 
saging, at least in part, said 
Jonathan Panikoff, director 
of the Scowcroft Middle 
East Security Initiative at 
the Atlantic Council's Mid- 
dle East Program. 
"If they don't project opti- 
mism then it won't create ... 
even the potential for suf- 
ficient momentum to keep 


things going," Panikoff said. 
Americans have little al- 
ternative to continuing to 
push Israel and Hamas to 
agree to a negotiated end 
to fighting, but it's funda- 
mentally about Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanya- 
hu and new Hamas leader 
Yahya Sinwar, who helped 
mastermind the Oct. 7 at- 
tacks, Panikoff said. And 
they are "the two people 
that have been, frankly, 
most skeptical from the 
beginning" about making 
peace. 
Netanyahu, 
meanwhile, 
met with right-wing groups 
of families of fallen soldiers 
and hostages in Gaza. The 
groups, which oppose a 
cease-fire deal, said he told 
them Israel will not aban- 
don two strategic corridors 
in Gaza whose control has 
been an obstacle in the 
talks. Netanyahu's office 
did not comment on their 
account. 
A senior U.S. official re- 
jected as "totally untrue" 
that Netanyahu had told 
Blinken that Israel would 
never leave the Philadel- 
phi and Netzarim corridors. 
Such statements are "not 
constructive to getting a 
cease-fire deal across the 
finish line," the official said, 


speaking on condition of 
anonymity to discuss Blink- 
en's 
private 
diplomatic 
talks. 
Blinken's meetings in Egypt, 
which borders Gaza, and 
in Qatar, which hosts some 
Hamas leaders in exile, 
came a day after he met 
Netanyahu. Wide gaps ap- 
peared to remain between 
Israel and Hamas, though 
angry 
statements 
often 
serve as pressure tactics 
during negotiations. 
Both men have seen their 
political standing rise at 
home, as Israelis turn their 
attention from the war in 
Gaza to a threatened wid- 
er conflict with Iran and Ha- 
mas stabilizing a little with 
Sinwar now at the helm, 
lessening pressure on them 
to close a deal, Panikoff 
said. 
And while the U.S. could 
try restricting arms sales to 
Israel to push it to end the 
war with Hamas, Panikoff 
argued that risks making 
Netanyahu dig in his heels 
further, instead. 
Netanyahu's meeting with 
the families came as Is- 
rael's military said it recov- 
ered the bodies of six hos- 
tages taken in Hamas' Oct. 
7 attack that started the 
war, bringing fresh grief 


for many Israelis who have 
long pressed Netanyahu to 
agree to a cease-fire that 
would bring remaining hos- 
tages home. 
New protests were held 
Tuesday. "The longer they're 
there, the more body bags 
we get," said one protester, 
Adi Israeli, in Tel Aviv. 
Israel's military said it re- 
covered the six bodies in 
an overnight operation in 
southern Gaza, saying they 
were killed when troops 
were operating in Khan 
Younis. Hamas says some 
captives have been killed 
in Israeli airstrikes, though 
returning hostages have 
talked about difficult con- 
ditions, including lack of 
food or medications. 
The recovery of the re- 
mains also is a blow to 
Hamas, which hopes to 
exchange hostages for Pal- 
estinian prisoners, an Israeli 
withdrawal and a lasting 
cease-fire. 
The military said it had iden- 
tified the remains of Chaim 
Perry, 80; Yoram Metzger, 
80; Avraham Munder, 79; 
Alexander Dancyg, 76; Na- 
dav Popplewell, 51; and 
Yagev Buchshtav, 35. 
Kibbutz Nir Oz, the farming 
community 
where 
Mun- 
der was among around 
80 residents seized, said he 
died after "months of physi- 
cal and mental torture." Is- 
raeli authorities previously 
determined the other five 
were dead. Hamas is still 
believed to be holding 
around 110 hostages cap- 
tured during the Oct. 7 at- 
tacks, when militants killed 
some 1,200 people, mostly 
civilians. Israeli authorities 
estimate around a third are 
dead. Over 100 other hos- 
tages were released during 
last year's cease-fire in ex- 
change for Palestinians im- 
prisoned in Israel. Israel's re- 
taliatory offensive has killed 


over 
40,000 
Palestinians, 
according to Gaza's Health 
Ministry, which does not 
distinguish between civil- 
ians and combatants in its 
count. The war has caused 
widespread 
destruction 
and forced the vast major- 
ity of Gaza's 2.3 million resi- 
dents to flee their homes, 
often multiple times. Aid 
groups fear the outbreak of 
polio and other diseases. 
An Israeli airstrike Tuesday 
killed at least 12 people at 
a school-turned-shelter in 
Gaza City. The Palestinian 
Civil Defense, first respond- 
ers operating under the Ha- 
mas-run government, said 
around 700 people had 
been sheltering at the Mus- 
tafa Hafez school. Israel's 
military said the strike tar- 
geted Hamas militants who 
had set up a command 
center there. 
"We don't know where to 
go … or where to shelter 
our children," said Um Kha- 
lil Abu Agwa, a displaced 
woman. 
An Israeli airstrike in Deir 
al-Balah hit people walk- 
ing down the street and 
seven were killed, includ- 
ing a woman and two 
children, according to an 
Associated Press journalist 
who counted the bodies. 
Another airstrike in central 
Gaza killed five children 
and their mother, accord- 
ing to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hos- 
pital, where an AP journalist 
counted the bodies. 
Palestinians displaced by 
recent Israeli evacuation 
orders crowded into al- 
ready teeming areas. One 
child in Deir al-Balah slept 
on cardboard as insects 
flew around his face. 
"Are they going to dig the 
ground and dump us there, 
or put us on a boat and 
throw us in the sea? I don't 
know," said one man, Abu 
Shady Afana.q 


U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken gestures as he departs for 
Egypt, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Aug. 20, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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‘Hitting kids should never be allowed’: Illinois bans corporal 
punishment in all schools 


By JOHN O’CONNOR 
AP Political Writer 
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — This 
school year, Illinois will be- 
come just the fifth state 
in the nation to prohibit 
corporal punishment in all 
schools. 
Legislation that Gov. JB 
Pritzker signed into law this 
month bans physical pun- 
ishment in private schools 
while reiterating a prohibi- 
tion on the practice in pub- 
lic schools implemented 30 
years ago. 
When the ban takes effect 
in January, Illinois will join 
New Jersey, Iowa, Mary- 
land and New York in pro- 
hibiting paddling, spanking 
or hitting in every school. 
State Rep. Margaret Croke, 
a Chicago Democrat, was 


inspired to take up the is- 
sue after an updated call 
by the American Associa- 
tion of Pediatrics to end 
the practice, which it says 
can increase behavioral 
or mental health problems 
and impair cognitive de- 


velopment. The association 
found that it’s dispropor- 
tionately administered to 
Black males and students 
with disabilities. 
“It was an easy thing to do. 
I don’t want a child, wheth- 
er they are in private school 


or public school, to have a 
situation in which corporal 
punishment is being used,” 
Croke said. 
Croke was also disturbed 
by the Cassville School Dis- 
trict in southwest Missouri. 
After 
dropping 
corporal 
punishment in 2001, it rein- 
stated it two years ago as 
an opt-in for parents. Croke 
wanted to send a clear 
message that “it never was 
going to be OK to inflict 
harm or pain on a child.” 
Much of the world agrees. 
The World Health Organiza- 
tion has decreed the prac- 
tice “a violation of chil- 
dren’s rights to respect for 
physical integrity and hu- 
man dignity.” In 1990, the 
United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Child 
established an obligation 


to “prohibit all corporal 
punishment of children.” 
The U.S. was the conven- 
tion’s lone holdout. Ameri- 
cans seemingly take a 
pragmatic 
view 
of 
the 
practice, said Sarah A. 
Font, associate professor of 
sociology and public policy 
at Penn State University. 
“Even 
though 
research 
pretty consistently shows 
that corporal punishment 
doesn’t improve kids’ be- 
havior in the long run — 
and it might have some 
negative 
consequences 
— people don’t want to 
believe that,” Font said. 
“People kind of rely on their 
own experience of, ‘Well, I 
experienced corporal pun- 
ishment. I turned out fine.’ 
They disregard the larger 
body of evidence.q” 


Public school buses are parked in Springfield, Ill., on Jan. 7, 2015. 
Associated Press 


Haitian ex-President 
Martelly hit with U.S. 
sanctions, accused of 
facilitating drug trade 


By FATIMA HUSSEIN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. imposed sanctions on 
the former president of Hai- 
ti, Michel Joseph Martelly, 
Tuesday following accu- 
sations that he abused his 
influence to facilitate drug 
trafficking into the U.S. and 
sponsored gangs that have 
contributed to instability in 
the Caribbean country. 
The Treasury Department’s 
acting undersecretary for 
terrorism and financial in- 
telligence, Bradley T. Smith, 
said the action “empha- 
sizes the significant and de- 


stabilizing role he and other 
corrupt political elites have 
played in perpetuating the 
ongoing crisis in Haiti.” 
Haiti is engulfed in gang vi- 
olence while peaceful pro- 
testers are tear-gas sed by 
police as they call on law 
enforcement to help them 
stop the gangs that have 
been violently seizing con- 
trol of neighborhoods. 
Hundreds of police officers 
from Kenya have arrived in 
Haiti for a U.N.-backed mis- 
sion led by the East African 
country to deal with the 
gangs.q 
I 


People run from tear gas fired by police to disperse protesters 
demanding police and the Prime Minister take immediate action 
against gangs in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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U.S. Justice Department to investigate violence and sexual abuse 
at Tennessee’s largest prison 


By TRAVIS LOLLER and JON- 
ATHAN MATTISE 
Associated Press 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 
The U.S. Department of Jus- 
tice has launched an inves- 
tigation into Tennessee’s 
largest prison where offi- 
cials say violence and sexu- 
al abuse have gone unad- 
dressed for years, federal 
prosecutors announced on 
Tuesday about the private- 
ly operated facility. 
Between July 2022 and 
June 2023, the Trousdale 
Turner Correctional Center 
in Hartsville saw at least 196 
assaults, 90 incidents of sex- 
ual misconduct, two mur- 
ders and 15 other deaths 
that the facility character- 
ized as “accidental,” Assis- 
tant U.S. Attorney General 
for Civil Rights Kristen Clarke 
said in a videoconference. 
In just a single three-week 
period in early 2024, there 
were five stabbings, she 
said. 
“In our country, people do 
not surrender their consti- 
tutional rights at the prison 
door,” Clarke said. “Every 
person held in a jail or pris- 
on retains the fundamental 
right to be free from cruel 
and unusual punishment.” 
She noted that although 
Brentwood, 
Tennessee- 


based CoreCivic owns and 
operates 
the 
Trousdale 
prison, it is the state of Ten- 
nessee that is ultimately re- 
sponsible for ensuring that 
prisoners’ rights are not vio- 
lated there. 
A statement from the Ten- 
nessee Department of Cor- 
rection said they are aware 
of the investigation and will 
cooperate fully. 
Trousdale, 
which 
holds 
about 2,500 inmates, has 
had problems from the time 
it opened in 2016, when it 
was forced to temporarily 
stop taking in new inmates 
after just four months of full 


operation due to a series 
of problems that included 
a stabbing. In a memo ob- 
tained by The Associated 
Press at the time, correc- 
tion department officials 
complained that guards 
were not in control of the 
housing units, were not 
counting inmates correctly, 
and were putting inmates 
in solitary confinement for 
no documented reason. 
Since then, Trousdale has 
faced millions of dollars 
in state fines. Problems in- 
clude chronic understaff- 
ing that audits say endan- 
ger both inmates and cor- 


rectional officers. And while 
both Tennessee Correction 
leaders 
and 
CoreCivic 
have vowed repeatedly to 
fix the problems, some of 
the same issues reported in 
a 2017 state audit showed 
up again in 2020 and 2023 
audits. 
Findings in the 2023 audit 
by the state of Tennessee 
included a turnover rate 
among officers at Trousdale 
of 188% during the previous 
fiscal year. State-run facili- 
ties had an average turn- 
over rate of 37% during the 
same period. The turnover 
has helped drive severe un- 


derstaffing, including many 
critical positions that were 
left unfilled. In one case a 
single officer was tasked 
with overseeing 360 prison- 
ers. An officer was quoted 
in the report as saying, 
“While at Trousdale I feel 
unsafe at all times.” 
In May 2020, numerous CO- 
VID-19 cases at the prison 
propelled 
tiny 
Trousdale 
County to report the high- 
est per capita rate of CO- 
VID infection in the U.S. At 
one point, the Tennessee 
Department of Correction 
reported that more than 
half of the 2,444 inmates 
there at the time were test- 
ing positive. 
Nashville attorney Daniel 
Horwitz, who has repeat- 
edly sued CoreCivic, issued 
a statement praising the 
Justice Department’s an- 
nouncement Tuesday to in- 
vestigate conditions at the 
prison. 
“The heinous abuses that 
occur with regularity at the 
chronically 
understaffed 
facility are unhidden, and 
they have been docu- 
mented year after year 
in the dozens of wrongful 
death and other lawsuits 
that our firm and others 
have filed against CoreCiv- 
ic and its employees,q 


Trousdale Turner Correctional Center is shown in a May 24, 2016 file photo, in Hartsville, Tenn. 
Associated Press 


New York’s mail-in voting law upheld by the state’s top court 


By MICHAEL HILL 
Associated Press 
ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — A New 
York law allowing any regis- 
tered voter to cast a ballot 
by mail was upheld Tues- 
day by the state’s highest 
court, which rejected a Re- 
publican challenge to the 
legislation. 
The 6-1 ruling from the state 
Court of Appeals affirmed 
lower courts in finding that 
the voting expansion law 
approved by the Legisla- 
ture last year did not vio- 
late the state’s constitution. 
The lawsuit was part of a 
widespread GOP effort to 
tighten voting rules after 
the 2020 election and was 
led by U.S. Rep. Elise Ste- 
fanik. 
Challengers argued that 
the 
constitution 
requires 
most people to vote in per- 


son. Chief Judge Rowan 
Wilson wrote in the major- 
ity opinion that while the 
question 
was 
“difficult,” 
there is no “clear, unequiv- 
ocal, and persistent” un- 
derstanding by the govern- 
ment that this is the case. 
Democrats 
initially 
at- 
tempted to expand mail 
voting through a constitu- 
tional amendment in 2021, 
but voters rejected the 
proposal after a campaign 
from conservatives, who 
said it would lead to voter 
fraud. 
Republicans in New York 
denounced the top court’s 
decision, especially in light 
of 
voters 
rejecting 
the 
amendment. 
“New York’s court system is 
so corrupt and disgraceful 
that today’s ruling has es- 
sentially declared that for 


over 150 years, New York’s 
elected 
officials, 
voters, 
and judges misunderstood 
their own state’s Constitu- 
tion, and that in-person 
voting was never required 
outside the current legal 
absentee process,” Stefan- 
ik said in a prepared state- 
ment. 
State 
Republican 
Party 


Chairman Ed Cox called 
the top court’s decision 
“an affront” to New York- 
ers. 
In his dissent, Judge Michael 
Garcia said that in passing 
the law, legislators essen- 
tially told voters “we never 
needed you anyway” and 
said that the court had the 
power and duty to remedy 


the situation. 
Wilson, though, noted that 
the state constitution “con- 
tains no language that ex- 
plicitly requires in-person 
voting” although he said 
lawmakers 
and 
leaders 
have often acted as if it 
does. He said the court 
had never considered the 
question before, requiring 
that it “rigorously analyze 
the constitutional text and 
history” to determine if the 
new law is unconstitutional. 
Among the arguments pre- 
sented by the plaintiffs was 
that New York’s constitution 
stated “(e)very citizen shall 
be entitled to vote at every 
election.” But the judges 
found that seizing on the 
word “at” was “meritless,” 
and that it means the same 
thing as “in.”q 


A box of absentee ballots wait to be counted at the Albany 
County Board of Elections in Albany, N.Y., June 30, 2020. 
Associated Press 
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By JIM GOMEZ 
Associated Press 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
The Philippines has agreed 
to a request by the United 
States to temporarily host 
a U.S. immigrant visa pro- 
cessing center for a limited 
number of Afghan nation- 
als aspiring to resettle in 
America, the treaty allies 
announced Tuesday. 
The 
Philippine 
govern- 
ment’s approval of the re- 
quest, which initially faced 
local concerns over po- 
tential security and legal 
issues, reflects how rela- 
tions between Manila and 
Washington have deep- 
ened under President Ferdi- 
nand Marcos Jr., who took 
office in 2022. 
The Department of Foreign 
Affairs in Manila said the 
agreement was undergo- 
ing final domestic proce- 
dures and needs to be 
finally ratified by Marcos 
before it takes effect. It did 
not provide other details, 
including how many Af- 
ghans would be allowed to 
temporarily stay in the Phil- 
ippines at any time while 


their special immigrant vi- 
sas for resettlement to the 
U.S. are being completed. 
A senior Philippine official, 
however, told The Associ- 
ated Press that only 150 
to 300 applicants would 
be accommodated in the 
Philippines under the “one- 


time” deal. The official who 
had knowledge of the ne- 
gotiations agreed to speak 
on condition of anonymity 
because of a lack of au- 
thority to speak publicly. 
Department 
of 
Foreign 
Affairs 
spokesperson 
As- 
sistant Secretary Teresita 


Daza said Afghan nation- 
als should secure a visa to 
enter the Philippines and 
would be subjected to 
“full security vetting.” Each 
visa applicant can stay not 
more than 59 days. 
The U.S. government will 
shoulder the costs for the 


stay of the Afghan nation- 
als, including food, hous- 
ing, security and medical 
and transportation expens- 
es, Daza said. She added 
that the U.S. government 
and the International Or- 
ganization for Migration as 
manager of the unspeci- 
fied facility where the Af- 
ghan visa applicants would 
be billeted, would ensure 
they have adequate so- 
cial, educational, religious 
and other support. 
The U.S. thanked the Philip- 
pines in a statement by the 
State Department “for sup- 
porting Afghan allies of the 
United States” and added 
that it “appreciates its long 
and positive history of bilat- 
eral cooperation with the 
Philippines.” 
The Afghan nationals to be 
considered for resettlement 
primarily worked for the U.S. 
government in Afghanistan 
or were deemed eligible for 
U.S. special immigrant visas 
but were left behind when 
Washington withdrew from 
the country as Taliban mili- 
tants took back power in a 
chaotic period in 2021.q 


By EVELYNE MUSAMBI 
Associated Press 
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — A 
suspect who police said 
confessed 
to 
killing 
42 
women and was being 
detained over the discov- 
ery of dismembered bod- 
ies in Kenya’s capital has 
escaped from police cus- 
tody, officials said Tuesday. 
Mohamed Amin, the head 
of the Directorate of Crimi- 
nal Investigations, said Col- 
lins Jumaisi Khalusha es- 
caped along with 12 other 
inmates of Eritrean nation- 
ality who had been arrest- 
ed for being in the country 
illegally. 
Acting 
police 
inspector 
general Gilbert Masengeli 
said disciplinary measures 
have been taken against 
eight 
officers, 
including 
the area and station com- 
manders and officers who 
were on duty. 


“Our preliminary investiga- 
tions indicate that the es- 
cape was aided by insid- 
ers considering that officers 
were deployed accord- 
ingly to guard the station,” 
he said. 
A police report said the in- 
mates escaped early Tues- 
day morning after they cut 
through wire mesh in the 
cell and scaled the pe- 
rimeter wall. The escape 
was discovered as break- 
fast was being taken into 
the cell. Khalusha, 33, was 
being detained at the po- 
lice station after a court 
allowed detectives seven 
more days to investigate 
his alleged crimes before 
charging him. 
Khalusha was arrested in 
July after 10 bodies and 
several body parts were 
found wrapped in plastic 
sacks in the Kware area of 
Nairobi. 


Police said Khalusha con- 
fessed to killing 42 women, 
including his wife. 
“This was a high-value sus- 
pect who was to face seri- 
ous charges. We are inves- 
tigating the incident and 
will take action according- 
ly,” Amin said. 
Khalusha’s 
lawyer, 
John 
Maina Ndegwa, told jour- 
nalists his client was tor- 
tured and forced to con- 
fess and maintained he 
was not guilty. 
Ndegwa told the AP that 
he last spoke to Khalusha 
on Friday when he was pre- 
sented in court. 
“I’m also confounded by 
the news,” he said. 
The police station from 
which 
the 
suspects 
es- 
caped was cordoned off 
with crime scene tape and 
senior police officers visited 
it on Tuesday afternoon. 
Two other suspects who 


were arrested after being 
found with cellphones be- 
longing to some of the de- 
ceased women are to re- 
turn to court next Monday. 
Police in July said the bod- 
ies were discovered after 
relatives of one missing 
woman said they had a 


dream in which she told 
them to search in a quarry. 
The relatives asked a local 
diver to help and he discov- 
ered the bodies wrapped 
in sacks. Six bodies were 
identified after DNA tests, 
but several body parts re- 
main unidentified.q 


President Joe Biden, right, shakes hands with Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. as they 
meet in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, on May 1, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Philippines to host a U.S. visa processing center for up to 300 
Afghans resettling in America 


Collins Jumaisi Khalusha, a prime suspect of killing and 
dismembering women then dumping them in a flooded quarry, 
appears in court in Nairobi, Kenya, on July 16, 2024. 


Associated Press 


Kenyan man being held over the discovery of dismembered 
female bodies escapes from police custody 
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By GEIR MOULSON 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — A German 
court on Tuesday rejected 
an appeal by a 99-year-old 
woman who was convict- 
ed of being an accessory 
to more than 10,000 mur- 
ders for her role as a secre- 
tary to the SS commander 
of the Nazis’ Stutthof con- 
centration camp 
during 
World War II. 
The Federal Court of Justice 
upheld the conviction of Ir- 
mgard Furchner, who was 
given a two-year suspend- 
ed sentence in December 
2022 by a state court in Itze- 
hoe in northern Germany. 
She was accused of be- 
ing part of the apparatus 
that helped the camp near 
Danzig, now the Polish city 
of Gdansk, function. She 
was convicted of being 
an accessory to murder in 
10,505 cases and an ac- 
cessory to attempted mur- 
der in five cases. 
At a federal court hear- 
ing in Leipzig last month, 
Furchner’s 
lawyers 
cast 
doubt on whether she re- 
ally was an accessory to 
crimes committed by the 


commander and other se- 
nior camp officials, and on 
whether she had truly been 
aware of what was going 
on at Stutthof. The Itzehoe 
court said that judges were 
convinced that Furchner 
“knew and, through her 
work as a stenographer in 


the commandant’s office 
of the Stutthof concentra- 
tion camp from June 1, 
1943, to April 1, 1945, delib- 
erately supported the fact 
that 10,505 prisoners were 
cruelly killed by gassings, 
by hostile conditions in the 
camp,” by transportation 


to the Auschwitz death 
camp and by being sent 
on death marches at the 
end of the war. 
Prosecutors said during the 
original proceedings that 
Furchner’s trial may be the 
last of its kind. However, a 
special federal prosecu- 


tors’ office in Ludwigsburg 
tasked 
with 
investigat- 
ing Nazi-era war crimes 
says three more cases are 
pending with prosecutors 
or courts in various parts 
of Germany. With any sus- 
pects now at a very ad- 
vanced 
age, 
questions 
increasingly arise over sus- 
pects’ fitness to stand trial. 
Germany’s 
main 
Jewish 
leader welcomed the rul- 
ing. “For Holocaust survi- 
vors, it is enormously im- 
portant for a late form of 
justice to be attempted,” 
Josef Schuster, the head 
of the Central Council of 
Jews, said in statement. 
“The legal system sent an 
important message today: 
even nearly 80 years af- 
ter the Holocaust, no line 
can be drawn under Nazi 
crimes,” he added. 
The Furchner case is one of 
several in recent years that 
built on a precedent estab- 
lished in 2011 with the con- 
viction of former Ohio auto- 
worker John Demjanjuk as 
an accessory to murder on 
allegations that he served 
as a guard at the Sobibor 
death camp.q 


By SHEIKH SAALIQ 
Associated Press 
NEW DELHI (AP) — India’s 
top court on Tuesday set 
up a national task force of 
doctors who will make rec- 
ommendations on safety of 
health care workers at their 
workplaces, days after the 
rape and killing of a trainee 
doctor that sparked out- 
rage and nationwide pro- 
tests. 
The Supreme Court said the 
doctors’ panel will frame 
guidelines 
for 
ensuring 
safety and protection of 
medical professionals and 
health care workers across 
the country. 
“Protecting safety of doc- 
tors and women doctors is 
a matter of national inter- 
est and principle of equali- 
ty. The nation cannot await 
another rape for it to take 
some steps,” Chief Justice 


Dhananjaya 
Yeshwant 
Chandrachud said. 
Doctors and medics across 
India 
have 
been 
hold- 
ing 
protests, 
candlelight 
marches and even tempo- 
rarily refused care for non- 
emergency patients since 


Aug. 9 when the killing in 
the eastern city of Kolkata, 
the capital of West Bengal 
state. The doctors say the 
assault highlights the vul- 
nerability of health care 
workers in hospitals and 
medical campuses across 


India. The court also asked 
the federal agency investi- 
gating the killing to submit 
a report on Thursday on the 
status of its investigation. A 
police volunteer has been 
arrested and charged with 
the crime, but the family of 
the victim alleges it was a 
gang rape and more peo- 
ple were involved. 
The suspension of work by 
doctors has affected thou- 
sands of patients across In- 
dia. They are demanding 
more stringent laws to pro- 
tect them from violence, in- 
cluding making any attack 
on on-duty medics an of- 
fense without the possibility 
of bail. 
The rape and killing of the 
31-year-old trainee doctor 
at Kolkata city’s R.G. Kar 
Medical College and Hos- 
pital has also focused rage 
on the chronic issue of vio- 


lence against women. 
Thousands of people, par- 
ticularly 
women, 
have 
marched in the streets of 
Kolkata and other Indian 
cities demanding justice 
for the doctor. They say 
women in India continue 
to face rising violence de- 
spite tough laws that were 
implemented following the 
gang-rape and murder of 
a 23-year-old student on a 
moving bus in Delhi in 2012. 
That attack had inspired 
lawmakers to order harsher 
penalties for such crimes 
and set up fast-track courts 
dedicated to rape cases. 
The government also intro- 
duced the death penalty 
for repeat offenders. 
Despite tougher legislation, 
sexual 
violence 
against 
women has remained a 
widespread 
problem 
in 
India.q 


Irmgard Furchner, accused of being part of the apparatus that helped the Nazis’ Stutthof 
concentration camp function, appears in court for the verdict in her trial in Itzehoe, Germany, 
Dec. 20, 2022. 


Associated Press 


A German court upholds the conviction of a former secretary at a 
Nazi concentration camp, age 99 


Indians protesting against the rape and killing of a trainee doctor 
at a government hospital in Kolkata, hold placards in Mumbai, 
India, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024. 
Associated Press 


India’s top court creates task force on workplace safety after 
doctor was raped and killed 
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Chef Urvin Croes Invited to Participate in “BogotaEats” 


Aruba’s culinary scene is evolving, 
thanks to the visionary talent of Chef 
Urvin Croes, the mastermind behind 
Infini Aruba, the island’s most inno- 
vative fine dining experience. In less 
than four years, Chef Urvin and his 
team have redefined fine dining in 
Aruba, offering an 8-course menu 


that changes every three months. 
This commitment to creativity and 
excellence has garnered significant 
international recognition. 


Infini Aruba is more than just a 
restaurant; it is a creative canvas 
where Chef Urvin and his team craft 


gastronomic masterpieces that rival 
those of the world’s culinary capi- 
tals. Their dedication has drawn 
attention from prestigious culinary 
events across the globe, includ- 
ing an invitation to showcase their 
skills at ‘BogotaEats,’ one of South 
America’s most prominent culinary 
festivals. 
Additionally, Chef Urvin has been in- 
vited to the Dominican Republic to 
collaborate with Chef Jason How- 
ard, a former MasterChef winner, 
in promoting high-level Caribbean 
cuisine. This international acclaim 
underscores the impact Chef Urvin 
is making both locally and abroad. 
The Aruba Tourism Authority (ATA) 
has played a crucial role in support- 
ing these opportunities, recognizing 
the value of showcasing Aruba’s 
culinary excellence on an interna- 
tional stage. 
Beyond Infini, Chef Urvin is also the 
creative force behind Po-Ke Ono, 
consistently ranked among the top 
10 restaurants on the island. Po-Ke 


Ono exemplifies his ability to blend 
innovation with accessibility, offer- 
ing extraordinary dining experienc- 
es to a wider audience. 
For those seeking the pinnacle of 
Aruba’s culinary offerings, Infini is 
the place where local talent meets 
international standards. Don’t miss 
the opportunity to experience In- 
fini’s 11th menu, available until No- 
vember 15, 2024. Make your reser- 
vation now and indulge in a world- 
class dining experience at Aruba’s 
most exclusive venue.q 


The Bali Restaurant: a touristic hot spot and lost gem on the island 


(Oranjestad)—Once located 
in what is now the Renais- 
sance Marina, the Bali Res- 
taurant was once both a 
touristic and local hot spot, 
and nowadays it’s consid- 
ered a forgotten gem on 
the island. 


Known as “the floating res- 
taurant”, Bali first opened in 
1955 by Willem “Bill” Strijland, 
who had experience in Ja- 
vanese cuisine. At the time, 
the restaurant was pretty ex- 
clusive—with space to host 
only 25 guests. Yet, 4 years 
later, it was named the best 
restaurant in the Caribbean 


by the Caribbean Tourist As- 
sociation. 


The restaurant was prob- 
ably most iconic for its 
Javanese-inspired exterior 
with its pointy, slanted roofs. 
However, the first version of 
Bali did not look like that at 
all but was still considered 
as one of the most popular 
restaurants on the island at 
the time. The restaurant saw 
three different owners during 
its existence, during which it 
underwent various renova- 
tions and rebranding. 
In 1964, the restaurant was 


taken over by Karel “Carl” 
Schmand. Over the years, 
the 
restaurant 
needed 
constant renovation and 
repair, mainly due to its vul- 
nerability to leaks and the 
unstable pillars underneath 
the foundation. However, 
the biggest change made 
to the restaurant happened 
in the year 1970—still under 
the ownership of Schmand, 
when it got its iconic pointy 
roofs. The restaurant was also 
expanded to host a total of 
85 guests. This was “The New 
Bali”, who had its official (re) 
opening in 1972. 


After 1972, when Ronny 
Schmand took over, the res- 
taurant saw yet another ex- 
pansion; this time complete 
with a long bar and dance 
floor, where guests enjoyed 
live music from legendary 
Aruban musician and com- 
poser, Toti Arends. 


After 1989, the restaurant 


was again handed over to 
other owners, and since then 
suffered from unstable pillars 
underneath the foundation, 
resulting in various leaks and 
overflowing of water into 
the restaurant. And as most 
great things come to an end, 
so did the survival and main- 
tenance of the Bali Restau- 
rant. However, folks today still 
reminisce its legacy, and it’s 
now considered a lost monu- 
ment. 


Be apart of the conversation: 
if you or any family member 
of yours have a memory of 
the Bali restaurant, whether 
it be a picture or just a story, 
share it with us! We would 
love to see this legendary hot 
spot through the lens of our 
visitors! q 


Source and pictures credit to: 
“De Kolibrie op de Rots (en 
meer over de geschiedenis 
van Aruba)” by Evert Bongers. 
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Stay Connected and Relaxed with SETAR in Aruba! 


SETAR, the island's premier Tele- 
com provider, is a pioneer in 
shaping connectivity in Aruba. 
SETAR has become indispensable 
to Aruba's vibrant tech landscape 
by delivering lightning-fast net- 
works to local communities and 
visitors. The island is transforming 
with SETAR's ambitious project to 
convert the entire island to fiber, 
revolutionizing how Aruba stays 
connected, and marking a signifi- 
cant leap in innovation and firmly 
establishing Aruba as one of the 
most technologically advanced 
islands in the Caribbean. 


With stores around the island and 
services designed to keep all visi- 
tors connected, whether they're 
coming for vacation or work, SE- 
TAR ensures you stay in touch ef- 
fortlessly. Revel in the high speed 
Internet on Aruba's exceptional 
Fixed and Mobile Networks, ensur- 
ing you're connected wherever 
your adventure takes you. 


Are you eager to start your expe- 
rience? Start by purchasing your 
SETAR Tourist SIM at the TeleKiosk 
in the Arrival Hall of Aruba's Airport. 


Tourist SIM 
Paradise awaits in Aruba, and SE- 
TAR, is here to enhance your tropi- 
cal adventure with our exclusive 


Tourist Bundles! Stay connected, 
share the magic, and make the 
most of your Aruban escape with 
seamless communication. 


Tourist Bundles to Suit Your Journey: 
Tourist Bundles - 7 Days (35GB) 
•	 
UNLIMITED Data [5GB DAILY] 
•	 
200 Minutes on-net to Fixed 
and Mobile 
•	 
30 Minutes to other providers 
and International 
•	 
50 SMS Local and International 
•	 
Valid for 7 Days 
•	 
For only $30 


Tourist Bundles - 14 Days (70GB) 
•	 
UNLIMITED Data [5GB DAILY] 
•	 
300 Minutes on-net to Fixed 
and Mobile 
•	 
60 Minutes to other providers 
and International 
•	 
50 SMS Local and International 
•	 
Valid for 14 Days 
•	 
For only $50 


When purchasing the bundle for 
the first time at one of our stores, 
the Tourist SIM card is FREE and is 
tailored for visitors staying a few 
weeks in Aruba. 
For visitors staying longer on the 
island, SETAR offers a flexible Pre- 
paid option that allows you to buy 
credit conveniently at any Tele- 
shop, gas station, minimarket, or 
supermarket. This prepaid credit 


provides you the freedom to call 
anytime or choose from the differ- 
ent Prepaid bundles SETAR offers: 
Data Bundles: Stay connected 
with 
high-speed 
Internet 
and 
choose from various data options 
to suit your needs. 
One Bundle: Enjoy the conve- 
nience of bundled SMS, Voice, 
and Data in one package. 
SETAR ensures you have the best 
communication experience dur- 
ing your time in Aruba. 


Makes your Workcation in Para- 
dise Effortless 
Are you planning a trip to Aruba 
that blends business with leisure, 
or perhaps seeking a remote work 
setup? Whether you're coming to 
Aruba for business or to embrace 
a 'workcation,' SETAR has tailored 
solutions to ensure seamless and 
uninterrupted connectivity during 
your stay. 
Stay productive while enjoying 
the beauty of Aruba. SETAR de- 
signed flexible plans and reliable 
services to cater to your needs, 
providing you with the connectiv- 
ity required for work and play. Go 
to the TeleKiosk in the Arrival Hall 
of Aruba’s Airport and ask for the 
Prepaid Wireless Home Internet for 
seamless connectivity. Enjoy the 
fastest Internet speeds with our 
Wireless Home Internet Prepaid 


plans without worrying about ad- 
ditional charges and you can use 
it anywhere on the island. It is easy 
to use and access. Choose the 
bundle that suits your budget and 
needs. 


Explore the options that best suit 
your Workcation in Aruba: 
1 Day Plan: 
•	 
10GB Data 
•	 
Valid for 1Day or upon deple- 
tion of your bundle 
•	 
$5.55 


1 Week Plan: 
•	 
50GB Data 
•	 
Valid for 7Day or upon deple- 
tion of your bundle 
•	 
$20 


30 Days Plan: 
•	 
75GB Data 
•	 
Valid for 30Day or upon deple- 
tion of your bundle 
•	 
$55.50 


Imagine strolling along the Aru- 
ban beaches after a productive 
workday or unwinding with a pic- 
turesque sunset as your backdrop 
to a successful day's work. Experi- 
ence the ideal blend of work and 
relaxation in Aruba, supported by 
SETAR's seamless connectivity. Let 
us make your stay in Aruba an ex- 
perience like no other. q 


Adriaan Laclé 
One of Aruba’s richest men in the twentieth century 


(Oranjestad)—The name Adriaan Laclé may ring 
a bell to locals as one of the bigger roads on the 
island, but about a century ago, Adriaan Laclé was 
a rich businessman, well-known for his generosity, 
wealth, and taste. 


Adriaan was born in 1866 and was the eldest of six 
children. Not much is known about his childhood 
upbringing or any of his earlier business ordeals, 
but during his hay day he often helped people get 
loans, was a well-established trader, and owned 
several plots of land. In fact, he commissioned 
the construction of the famous La Quinta Car- 
men manor—now a restaurant. Though he himself 
never lived in the beautiful manor, his own house 
also reflected his success and good taste. Today 
his house still stands in good condition and can be 
found in the back streets of main street Oranjestad. 


Regarding his personal life, it has been said that 
he was married twice during his lifetime. He had 
his first daughter during his first marriage but lost his 
wife soon after her birth. During his second mar- 
riage, he fathered 16 children. However, it has 
been said that only 11 of those 17 made it past 18 
years of age. Perhaps two of his most well-known 
daughters are Maria Monica Laclé and Maria 
Veneranda Laclé, who went on to marry success- 
ful brothers Eloy Arends and Maximilian Arends, re- 
spectively. Their houses are still standing; Eloy and 
Maria Monica’s mansion functions as a townhall, 
used to host civil marriages, while Maximilian and 
Maria Veneranda’s house stands on the opposite 
side of the road to them—though currently under 
renovation after years left in ruin. q 


Source: De Kolibrie op de Rots (en meer over de ge- 
schiedenis van Aruba) by Evert Bongers. 
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A New Culinary Journey: Windows on Aruba Restaurant Introduces 
Limited-Time Pop-Up Menu ‘Mesa Latina’ 
Robust flavors and zingy cocktails are featured on renowned Executive Chef Darwin Torres’ 
new Latin-fusion dinner menu at Windows on Aruba. Your tastebuds will say Olé! 


ORANJESTAD, ARUBA — Latin 
America’s vibrant, summery 
essence and flavors can now 
be found in Aruba at the fa- 
mous Windows on Aruba 
restaurant. On Wednesday, 
May 22, the restaurant is 
set to launch a limited-time 
pop-up menu: Mesa Latina. 
This exciting new menu, ex- 
pertly crafted by renowned 
Executive Chef Darwin Tor- 
res, promises a fusion of tra- 
ditional Latin influences and 
contemporary culinary tech- 
niques to make your taste- 
buds say olé! Mesa Latina is 
poised to revolutionize Aru- 
ba's dining landscape with a 
mouthwatering combination 
of flavors from Latin America 
and beyond. 
Drawing inspiration from his 
upbringing and extensive 
travels, Chef Torres has me- 
ticulously crafted a menu 
that celebrates the culinary 
traditions of Latin America. 
"Mesa Latina represents the 
culmination 
of 
decades 
spent exploring the diverse 
flavors and culinary trends 
across various Latin coun- 
tries during my travels and 
the culture rooted in my 
heritage," he says proudly. 
“I hope these dishes de- 
light your palate and bring 
our guests memorable new 
dining experiences here in 
Aruba.” 


"Latin cuisine oYers an ex- 
pansive canvas where we 
can creatively incorporate 
ingredients from the entire 
American region,” says Tor- 


res. “This menu features a 
mosaic of flavors from North, 
Central, and South America, 
with a Caribbean, Asian, and 
Middle Eastern twist. 


Each dish on our menu re- 
flects a heartfelt homage 
to the dynamic fusion of 
cultures that define Latin 
cuisine.” 


Mesa Latina by Windows on 
Aruba is poised to captivate 
the palates of discerning 
diners, oYering a complete 
sensory journey. A bright 
perimeter of floor-to-ceiling 
windows circles the dining 
room, so your experience 
will be illuminated by late 
afternoon sun rays and spec- 
tacular panoramic views of 
the sun setting over Divi’s lush 
golf greens. This expansive 


restaurant is perfect for in- 
timate tables or large fam- 
ily gatherings where great 
conversation, dish sharing, 
and dining memories are 
encouraged. 


Expect savory classic com- 
fort dishes like the deep-fried 
coxinha, a delightful array 
of inventive cold and hot 
starters like grilled octopus 
and fresh ceviche, hearty 
meat creations, succulent 
seafood, and healthy veg- 
an specialties, all perfectly 
accompanied by zingy and 
refreshing cocktails. Don’t 
forget to snap some pho- 
tos—Torres is known for his 
flavorful cooking, impressive 
culinary artistry, and beautiful 
plating techniques. 
If you’re itching to try out 
these new dishes for brunch, 


you’re in luck! For a limited 
time, you can sample some 
of them starting May 24 on 
Windows on Aruba’s Friday 
and Saturday Late Night 
Brunch menu and May 26 
during the Sunday Brunch 
menu. 
Whether you seek a memo- 


rable new dining experience 
or an exquisite meal with 
stunning views, Mesa Latina 
promises to deliver an unfor- 
gettable culinary adventure. 
View the full menu here, and 
be amongst the first to dine 
at Mesa Latina by making 
reservations on OpenTable, 
calling 
297-523-5017, 
or 
emailing 
clubhouse@divi- 
resorts.com. 


All-inclusive guests staying 
at Divi Village Golf & Beach 
Resort, Divi Dutch Village 
Beach Resort, Tamarijn All- 
Inclusive, and Divi Aruba All- 
Inclusive may dine for dinner 
at Windows on Aruba for $55 
per person (beverages not 
included). Some items may 
be at an additional charge. 
There is no special pricing for 
Late-Night or Sunday Brunch. 
Buen provecho! 


Windows on Aruba is located 
on the top floor of the Divi 
Village Golf & Beach Resort 
clubhouse: J.E. Irausquin Blvd 
93, Oranjestad, Aruba.q 
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American pottery found in the south- 
western United States. 
According to some sources, two cica- 
das, or maahu, in the Hopi language 
successfully led the Hopi people into 
the fourth world. Those two maahu 
played flutes—akin to the buzzing of 
cicadas—which miraculously healed 
their eyes and bodies when pierced by 
arrows shot by the eagles that guard- 
ed the entrance to the fourth world. 
Contemporary Etnia Nativa’s art shows 
traditional spirit beings comparable to 
pueblo katsinas of the yeyes to rein- 
force their roles as spiritual messengers 
of our native people. 
Periodical cicadas remain in their 
nests underground between 13 and 
17 years, while finally emerging to the 
surface, where they shed their exoskel- 
etons. The males sing and mate while 
the females lay their eggs in branches. 
All this happens more or less within a 
lunar month period. Many cicadas 
are devoured, especially by mocking 
birds and anoles as delicacies; others 
die naturally since they do not live long 
after mating has been consummated. 
The larvas fall from the trees and dig 
themselves to nest underground dur- 
ing a long period of time. However, in 
Aruba, they appear every year during 
July and August because their life cy- 
cle or birth has never been interrupted, 
so always during this time we “enjoy” 


the appearance of the new brood of 
“Ye-ye.” That emerges after their long 
incubation phase. 
Cicadas do not “sing” like crickets 
“stridulate” (see episode 220, “The 
Song of Cicada”). But they emit a stri- 
dent sound in the highest branches of 
trees. The sound is generated through 
structures that are located at the base 
of the male`s abdomen, functioning 
as resonance boxes that are filled with 
air and emptied through timpani. It is 
curious that cicadas are deaf; there- 
fore, the females are not attracted 
by the sound that we hear but by the 
vibration waves that resonate in their 
body (see episode 65, “The Aruban ci- 
cada”). 


If you liked our native stories and are in- 
terested in learning the true identity of 
Aruba, a visit to Etnia Nativa would be 
a fantastic choice. It has been a trend 
setter since 1994, as a co-founder of 
projects such as Arikok National Park, 
the Archaeological Museum, and the 
Artisan Foundation, among others. Ev- 
ery week, this newspaper continues to 
share its valuable knowledge. Don’t 
miss the opportunity to feel the island’s 
spirit through learning real stories that 
are not just remembered; they reso- 
nate, they’re felt, and they stir souls. 
Book your visit: WhatsApp +297 592 
2702 etnianativa03@gmail.com q 


Ye-ye’ Aruban cicada III (Ariasa nigrovittata) 
Episode CCLXVII - 267 


Etnia Nativa is the island’s unique native gem, where 
education is combined with entertainment, sharing 
interactive experiences with an exclusive few. Is your 
private opportunity to tour a beautiful property made 
with reused materials collected by its owner, a top 
columnist and Aruba’s cultural expert. Book your ap- 
pointment and dive deep into the navel of the island. 


In this weekly column, Etnia Nativa shares how human 
experience shapes our lives and culture, publishing 
topics on history, art, crafts, flora, fauna, island fables, 
celebrations, and much more that sustain our native 
traditions. 
This new episode elaborates a bit more about our ci- 
cadas, locally known as Ye-ye, which personify rebirth 
and, through their song, according to belief, call for 
rain. 
During these hot days of August, when you open a 
window to catch some fresh air, a screeching sound 
will surely catch your attention. What could be mak- 
ing that squeaky sound? Locals will tell you: There are 
ye-yes. It is also possible that at night you will see one 
of them hitting its head against a lamp as if it wants to 
get outside through the light bulb that it confuses with 
sunlight. Do not be alarmed; just turn off the light, and 
the “ye-ye” will find its way out. 
The spiritual symbolism of cicadas relating generally 
to reincarnation is multifaceted and deeply rooted in 
Aruban psyche. They appear in much Native Ameri- 
can folklore and ancient Greek literature. They were 
believed to bless the crops, bringing abundance, 
and usually appeared when the crops were ready 
for harvest. In some cases, these insects were ground 
into powder and used on wounded warriors, as they 
were thought to have healing powers. Our Hopi na- 
tive brothers believed that their ancestor came out 
of the underworld in the form of an insect known as 
maahu, a cicada kachina, or spirit being. The hump- 
backed piper, also known as Kokopeli, is described 
as influenced by cicadas often depicted on Native 
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Aruba’s cultural and literary development: Then and now 


(Oranjestad)—The Aruban 
culture has seen many sub- 
stantial developments over 
the course of a century. 
With the introduction of the 
Lago Refinery at the turn of 
the 20th century, followed 
by the breakout of the Sec- 
ond World War and the 
general incentive for politi- 
cal independence during 
the mid-century, a cultural 
identity on the island be- 
gan to take form and have 
since developed through 
international and local in- 
fluences. 


In the pre-industrial era of 
the 19th century, much 
could not be said about a 
cultural identity on the is- 
land. Still being a part of a 
Dutch colonial territory at 
the time, as well as not hav- 
ing political or economic 
autonomy (Curacao was 
the center of commerce, 
cultural 
life, 
and 
politi- 
cal management of the 
Netherland Antilles at the 
time), the small population 
of Aruba consisted mostly 
of farmers and fishermen, 
tending to their crops and 
their cattle, or going out 
to fish to provide for their 
family. As Quito Nicolaas 
states in his article Historia 
di Literatura Arubiano: E 
Bida Cultural (Literary His- 
tory of Aruba: Cultural Life), 
“during the pre-industrial 
period, there were no sig- 
nificant economic activity 
that could have created 
a cultural ambience, with 


only one way to generate 
profit at the time for the sub 
existence of Aruban fami- 
lies.” 


It wasn’t until the intro- 
duction of the Lago Refin- 
ery in San Nicolas in 1928, 
that the island saw a small 
boom in cultural manifes- 
tations and entertainment, 
as farmers left the ‘cunucu’ 
(country) life to work in the 
refinery, which resulted in 
Aruba acquiring a different 
economic pilar. Before this, 
entertainment and cultural 
manifestations were mostly 
experienced by local par- 
ishes and the island’s elite, 
who often partook in cul- 
tural and entertaining ac- 
tivities around the island, 
like going to the movie the- 
ater or coming together to 
share poetry on Sundays 
after church. 


Literary life 
Throughout the 19th cen- 
tury and up until the 1940s, 
there were also not much 


trace of a cultural climate 
for the cultural-literary sec- 
tor on the island. Primary 
education was introduced 
on the island in the mid- 
19th century, followed by 
secondary and higher edu- 
cation around the late 30’s 
and 40’s. It wasn’t until the 
1950s, with the introduction 
of the E.R.N.A agreement 
in 1951 and the signing of 
the Statute in 1954, which 
allowed more space for 
and control over the eco- 
nomic and cultural devel- 
opment of Aruba, that the 
literary life on the island be- 
gan to grow substantially 
compared to decades be- 
fore. This was in response 
to local institutions estab- 
lished in the 1940s for cul- 
tural and literary growth 
on the island, but that did 
not yet capture the atten- 
tion of the general public. 
The 1950 brought with it a 
boom of literary produc- 
tion on the island, like those 
of V.S. Piternella, as well 
as migrant authors José 


Ramón Vicioso y Rings Wil- 
liam Rufus, who have also 
contributed to the literary 
development on the island. 
The literary movement was 
further promoted by local 
broadcasters Voz di Aruba 
and Radio Kelkboom, with 
their regular broadcast of 
literary works. 


The 50s and 60s also saw 
the influence of interna- 
tional cultures, especially 
that of the United States. 
During this time, because 
of international influences 
as well as the continued 
prosperity of the oil refinery, 
cultural traditions in Aruba 
began to really take form 
and become widespread, 
as different worldly and lo- 
cal concepts were intro- 
duced in the Aruban soci- 
ety. With the establishment 
of local television broad- 
cast station Tele-Aruba in 
1963, and with time and 
possibilities, local programs 
such as “Nos Tera”’ (“Our 
Land”) started to pay more 
attention to the Aruban 
culture and worked to form 
a cultural consciousness 
within the community. The 
1960s also saw the rise of lo- 
cal authors and artists, who 
were more comfortable in 
producing works in our na- 
tive tongue, Papiamento, 


but who also produced 
works in Spanish, English 
and Dutch. This new phe- 
nomenon was in response 
to the interaction between 
economic growth, individ- 
ual prosperity, cultural life 
and literary expression. 


The 21st century 
Nowadays, international in- 
fluence on our culture is still 
prevalent, especially those 
from Latin America, the 
United States and The Neth- 
erlands. Nevertheless, there 
also exists a strong cultural 
identity and traditions that 
are exclusive to the Aruban 
culture, often manifesting 
during traditional celebra- 
tions, like Dia di San Juan/ 
Dera Gai (St. John’s Day), 
Dia di Himno y Bandera 
(National Hymn and Flag 
Day), Camping during Eas- 
ter and much more. With 
the surge of social media 
in the last decade, artistic 
voices, especially those of 
the younger generation, 
has become even more 
prevalent and easily acces- 
sible to the community of 
Aruba through online plat- 
forms such as Facebook, 
Instagram and TikTok.q 


Source: Historia di Literatura 
Arubiano: E Bida Cultural by 
J.R. “Quito” Nicolaas 
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Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


Cruise ship Schedule: August 6 - 27 2024 


Supermarket hours 


Supermarket 
hours 
may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is- 
land. Generally though, 
most 
supermarkets 
are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Safety 


Since February 2024, Aru- 
ba has been categorized 
as the safest country in the 
Caribbean by The Tele- 
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, 
so keep yourself and your 
belongings safe. 


(Oranjestad)—When trav- 
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under- 
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basicbut im- 
portant information that we 
think may come in handy 
to Aruba’s visitors. 


Electrical power 


Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out- 


lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab- 
lishments. 


Drinking water 


The 
water 
that 
flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex- 
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual- 
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 


Monday in a federal court 
in San Francisco alleges 
that Anthropic’s actions 
“have made a mockery of 
its lofty goals” by tapping 
into repositories of pirated 
writings to build its AI prod- 
uct. 
“It is no exaggeration to 
say that Anthropic’s model 
seeks to profit from strip- 
mining the human expres- 
sion and ingenuity behind 
each one of those works,” 
the lawsuit says. 
Anthropic didn’t immedi- 
ately respond to a request 
for comment Monday.q 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 
Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Oduber : tel.582 1780 
San Nicolas: 
Seroe Preto:tel. 584 4833 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Aruba Food Bank 
Tel. 588 0002 


House for sale 
savaneta near zee rover 
5 min walk to the ocean 
2 BR 2 Bath Fixer upper 
Land 1330 m2 lease land ocean 
view 
Price :$250,000 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 
1 BR WK # 31 Room # 2345 
$6000 
1 BR WK # 34 Room # 2316 
$5000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 
Palm beach 
Platinum season 
2 BR 2 Bath Ocean side 
Price :$ 25 ,000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott surf club 
Palm beach 
gold season 
2 BR 2 bath ocean side $13 K 
2 BR 2 bath ovean view $12 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott destination points 
For sale at $ 4 a points 
transfer fee $3 a points 
education fee :$ 300 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 
Borocana noord 
5 min drive to palm beach / 
eagle beach 
3 BR 2 Bath with and appart- 
ment 
Price : $600,000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 
Washington noord 
5 min drive to Palm beach and 
eagle beach 
4 BR 4 Bath with and appart- 
ment 
Price : $ 500,000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 
Cumana near C Mart 
10 min drive to nikki Beach , 
eagle beach and palm beach 
2 BR 3 bath with a studio ap- 
partment and pool 
Price : $450,000 
Call : 011 -297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


La Quinta Beach Resort 
eagle beach 
studio WK # 30 room # 2317 
$5000 
1 BR. WK # 31 room # 106. 
$6000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For Sale 
savaneta 
3 BR 3 1/2 bath 
game room with appartment 
3685 m2 property land 
Price :$1.6 Million american 
dollar 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Commercial Area 
eagle near gloria Mall 
Lease land 2630 sqm 
Permint approve to build 
12 commercial units 6 ground 
floor 6 1 st floor 
Price : $750,000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


________________________________218237 


HTTA 
Time share release 
do you want to sell your time 
share 
Contact the experts 
38 years of experience 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


By MATT O’BRIEN 
AP Technology Writer 
A group of authors is su- 
ing 
artificial 
intelligence 
startup Anthropic, alleging 
it committed “large-scale 
theft” in training its popular 
chatbot Claude on pirat- 
ed copies of copyrighted 
books. 
While similar lawsuits have 
piled up for more than a 
year against competitor 
OpenAI, maker of ChatG- 
PT, this is the first from writ- 
ers to target Anthropic and 
its Claude chatbot. 
The smaller San Francisco- 
based company founded 
by ex-OpenAI leaders has 
marketed itself as the more 
responsible and safety-fo- 
cused developer of gen- 
erative AI models that can 
compose emails, summa- 
rize documents and inter- 
act with people in a natu- 
ral way. But the lawsuit filed 


The Anthropic website and 
mobile phone app are shown 
in this photo, in New York, July 
5, 2024. 


Associated Press 


Authors sue Claude 
AI chatbot creator 
Anthropic for copyright 
infringement 


BUSINESS 
Wednesday 21 august 2024 
A14 


By 
WYATTE 
GRANTHAM- 
PHILIPS 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — It’s not 
just you. The word “de- 
mure” is being used to de- 
scribe just about everything 
online these days. 
It all started earlier this 
month, when TikTok cre- 
ator Jools Lebron posted 
a video that would soon 
take social media by storm. 
The hair and makeup she’s 
wearing to work? Very de- 
mure. And paired with a 
vanilla perfume fragrance? 
How mindful. 
In just weeks, Lebron’s words 
have become the latest 
vocabulary defining the 
internet this summer. In ad- 
dition to her own viral con- 
tent that continues to de- 
scribe various day-to-day, 
arguably reserved or mod- 
est activities with adjectives 
like “demure,” “mindful” 
and “cutesy,” several big 
names have also hopped 
on the trend across social 
media platforms. Celebri- 
ties like Jennifer Lopez and 
Penn Badgley have shared 
their own playful takes, 
and even the White House 
used the words to boast 
the Biden-Harris administra- 
tion’s recent student debt 
relief efforts. 
The skyrocketing fame of 
Lebron’s 
“very 
mindful, 
very 
demure” 
influence 
also holds significance for 
the TikToker herself. Lebron, 
who identifies as a trans- 


gender woman, said in a 
post last week that she’s 
now able to finance the 
rest of her transition. 
“One day, I was playing 
cashier and making videos 
on my break. And now, I’m 
flying across country to host 
events,” Lebron said in the 
video, noting that her ex- 
perience on the platform 
has changed her life. 
She’s not alone. Over re- 
cent years, a handful of 
online creators have found 
meaningful income after 
gaining social media fame 
but it’s still incredibly rare, 
and no easy feat. 
Here’s what some experts 
say. 
How can TikTok fame lead 
to meaningful sources of in- 
come? 


There is no one recipe. 
Finding resources to work 
as a creator full-time “is not 
as rare as it would have 
been years ago,” notes Erin 
Kristyniak, VP of global part- 
nerships at marketing col- 
laboration company Part- 
nerize. But you still have to 
make content that meets 
the moment and there’s a 
lot to juggle if you want to 
monetize. 
On TikTok, most users who 
are making money pursue 
a combination of hustles. 
Brooke Erin Duffy, an associ- 
ate professor of communi- 
cation at Cornell University, 
explains that those grant- 
ed admission into TikTok’s 
Creator Marketplace the 
platform’s space for brand 
and creator collaborations 


can “earn a kickback from 
views from TikTok express- 
ly,” although that doesn’t 
typically pay very well. 
Other avenues for mon- 
etization include more di- 
rect brand sponsorships, 
creating 
merchandise 
to sell, fundraising during 
livestreams and collecting 
“tips” or “gifts” through fea- 
tures available to users who 
reach a certain following 
threshold. 
A lot of it also boils down 
to work outside of the plat- 
form. 
And creators are increas- 
ingly working to build their 
social 
media 
presence 
across multiple platforms 
particularly amid a poten- 
tial ban of the ByteDance- 
owned app in the U.S., 


which is currently in a legal 
battle. Duffy notes adding 
that many are working on 
developing this wider on- 
line presence so they can 
“still have a financial life- 
line” in case any revenue 
stream goes away. 
Is it difficult to sustain? 
Gaining traction in the 
macrocosm that is the in- 
ternet is difficult as is and 
while 
some 
have 
both 
tapped into trends that res- 
onate and found sources 
of compensation that al- 
low them to quit their nine- 
to-five, it still takes a lot of 
work to keep it going. 
“These viral bursts of fame 
don’t necessarily translate 
into a stable, long-term ca- 
reer,” Duffy said. “On the 
surface, it’s kind of widely 
hyped as a dream job ... 
But I see this as a very su- 
perficial understanding of 
how the career works.” 
Duffy, who has been study- 
ing social media content 
creation for a decade, 
says that she’s heard from 
creators who have months 
where they’re reaping tre- 
mendous sums of money 
from various sources of in- 
come but then also months 
with nothing. “It’s akin to a 
gig economy job, because 
of the lack of stability,” she 
explained. 
“The majority of creators 
aren’t full-time,” Eric Dah- 
an, the CEO and founder of 
influencer marketing agen- 
cy Mighty Joy, added.q 


By MAE ANDERSON 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Small 
business owners overall are 
feeling positive about their 
business and achieving the 
goals they set for this year 
despite inflation and high 
labor costs, according to 
two new surveys. 
“At the mid-point of 2024, 
we asked small businesses 
to look back on the goals 
they set for the year, and 
we found that they’re sat- 
isfied with their progress 
and successes over the first 
half,” said Gina Taylor Cot- 
ter, executive vice presi- 


dent and general man- 
ager of American Express’ 
small business products. 
The American Express sur- 
vey of more than 1,100 
small business financial de- 
cision makers found that 
83% of owners said that 
the past few years have re- 
quired them to think more 
creatively than ever before, 
and 87% said that each 
year they feel more con- 
fident in their skills as busi- 
ness owners. The National 
Federation of Independent 
Business, meanwhile, said 
its Small Business Optimism 
Index rose 2.2 points in July 
to 93.7, the highest reading 
since February 2022. Still, it is 


the 31st consecutive month 
below the 50-year average 
of 98. Inflation remains the 
top issue among small busi- 
ness owners, with 25% re- 
porting it as the single most 
important problem in oper- 
ating their business. 
“Despite this increase in 
optimism, the road ahead 
remains tough for the na- 
tion’s small business own- 
ers,” said NFIB Chief Econo- 
mist Bill Dunkelberg. “Cost 
pressures, especially labor 
costs, continue to plague 
small business operations, 
impacting 
their 
bottom 
line.”q 


A TikTok sign is displayed on their building in Culver City, Calif., March 11, 2024. 


Associated Press 


The internet’s love for ‘very demure’ content spotlights what a viral 
trend can mean for creators 


Small businesses line the boardwalk in Wildwood, N.J., on Aug. 
9, 2024. 


Associated Press 


New surveys show signs of optimism among small business owners 
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By LARRY LAGE 
AP Sports Writer 
BROOKLYN, Mich. (AP) — 
NASCAR has just two races 
remaining in the regular 
season and a pair of com- 
petitions are on the line. 
Tyler Reddick earned his 
second win of the season 
Monday at Michigan Inter- 
national Speedway, giv- 
ing him the points lead in 
a closely contested, four- 
driver race for the regular- 
season championship. 
Reddick is 10 points ahead 
of Chase Elliott while Denny 
Hamlin and Kyle Larson are 
within striking distance. 
Reddick moved past Lar- 
son into the top spot in the 
Cup standings, and his win 
opened another spot in the 
playoffs because he was 
one of 12 drivers who al- 
ready earned an automat- 
ic bid with a victory. 
That leaves four spots avail- 
able in the 16-car playoffs 
with races left at Daytona 
on Saturday night and 
Sept. 1 at Darlington. 
Five drivers have a shot to 
get in without a win, but at 


least one will be left out. 
“It’s really tight on speed 
on the race track, tight 
on points,” Reddick said. 
“That’s 
what 
this 
Next 
Gen era has really done, 
brought us closer together 
from the front of the field to 
the back.” 


Martin Truex Jr. is No. 13 in 
the playoff standings with 
a 77-point cushion over the 
cutline, but no lead in the 
format can be considered 
safe. 
Ty Gibbs, Chris Buescher 
and Ross Chastain cur- 
rently have the final three 


spots and Bubba Wallace 
slipped to 17th, one point 
behind Chastain. 
“We knew at the begin- 
ning of the year before we 
ever got to Daytona that 
the only way to really be 
comfortable at any point 
before playoffs was a win,” 


Buescher said. 
Kyle Busch, who won his 
first stage of the season on 
Sunday and finished fourth, 
is among the drivers who 
have to win to get in. 
Austin Dillon will be among 
the 
desperate 
drivers, 
needing to get to a check- 
ered flag first to extend the 
season, unless he wins an 
appeal on Wednesday or 
a subsequent option to 
fight NASCAR’s decision to 
revoke his spot in the play- 
offs. 
Dillon was 17th in the Fire- 
Keepers 400, a week after 
he wrecked Joey Logano 
and Denny Hamlin on the fi- 
nal lap to win at Richmond. 
Reddick, 
meanwhile, 
is 
at the front of the pack in 
points thanks to his consis- 
tency, leading the series 
with 11 top-five finishes and 
17 top 10s out of 24 races. 
He also won at Talladega 
four months ago in his No. 
45 Toyota for 23XI, which is 
owned by Hamlin and Mi- 
chael Jordan, to put himself 
and team No. 1 in points for 
the first time.q 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
Top-ranked tennis player Jannik Sinner 
tested positive twice for an anabolic ste- 
roid in March but will not be suspended 
because the International Tennis Integ- 
rity Agency (ITIA) determined the banned 
performance-enhancer entered his sys- 
tem unintentionally through a massage 
from his physiotherapist. 
The ITIA announced the case’s resolution 
on Tuesday and said Sinner will lose the 
$325,000 in prize money and 400 rankings 
points he earned at the tournament in In- 
dian Wells, California, where his first posi- 
tive drug test happened. 
“I will now put this challenging and deep- 
ly unfortunate period behind me,” Sinner 
said in a statement posted on social me- 


dia. “I will continue to do everything I can 
to ensure I continue to comply with the 
ITIA’s anti-doping (program) and I have 
a team around me that are meticulous 
in their own compliance.” Sinner won the 
Cincinnati Open on Monday and will be 
among the favorites at the U.S. Open, 
which starts in New York next week. Sinner 
made his debut at No. 1 in the ATP rank- 
ings in June and is considered among the 
top stars of the new generation in men’s 
tennis, along with Carlos Alcaraz. 
Sinner, an Italian who turned 23 on Friday, 
won the Australian Open in January for his 
first Grand Slam title. He reached the semi- 
finals at the French Open in June and the 
quarterfinals at Wimbledon in July, before 
sitting out the Paris Olympics, saying he 
had tonsilitis.q 


Tyler Reddick takes the checker flag after winning a NASCAR Cup Series auto race at Michigan 
International Speedway, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Brooklyn, Mich. 


Associated Press 


NASCAR regular-season title and playoff spots at stake down the 
stretch at Daytona and Darlington 


Jannik Sinner, of Italy, plays a shot to Andrey Rublev, of Russia, 
during their quarterfinal match at the National Bank Open tennis 
tournament in Montreal, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Tennis star Jannik Sinner tested positive for a steroid twice but will 
not be suspended 
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By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
CASTLE ROCK, Colo. (AP) — 
The “silly” notion that Scot- 
tie Scheffler could have 
won two playoff events 
and still not capture the Fe- 
dEx Cup after a dominant 
season is nothing new. 
Go back 15 years to find 
Tiger Woods deciding to 
play the postseason open- 
er for the first time, a big 
boost in the third edition of 
the FedEx Cup playoffs. It 
was only during the pro-am 
at Liberty National when he 
realized he could win every 
playoff event and still lose 
out on the season title if he 
didn’t have a good week 
at East Lake. 
Woods was more diplo- 
matic about the points sys- 
tem in his press conference 
“It is different, there’s no 
doubt,” he said than he 
was when talking about it 
away from microphones on 
the course. 
But it had a happy ending 
for him. Woods won the 
BMW Championship, fin- 
ished second to Phil Mickel- 
son (the No. 14 seed) at the 
Tour 
Championship 
and 
won the FedEx Cup. 
The 
system 
has 
been 
tweaked since then, but 
the philosophy is the same. 
It’s a case of pick your poi- 
son. 
The PGA Tour could keep 
score for the entire season 
and run the risk of no dra- 
ma at the final event, even 
with greater emphasis on 
the playoff events. Or it 
could have it come down 
to the last week with any 
number of possibilities. 
Scheffler, much like Woods 
in 2009, would fit into that 
first category. He not only 
has six victories the Mas- 
ters, The Players Champi- 
onship and four signature 
events he has finished out 
of the top 10 just twice this 


year. All that, and it still 
comes down to East Lake. 
“I think it’s silly. You can’t 
call it a season-long race 
and have it come down to 
one tournament,” Scheffler 
said last week. 
This wasn’t a new revela- 
tion, from Scheffler or any- 
one else. Jon Rahm and 
Patrick Cantlay in recent 
years have expressed the 
same, followed by the stan- 
dard, “It is what it is.” 
Scheffler’s choice of the 
word “silly” made for easy 
headlines. But he also ac- 
knowledged that under a 
different format, someone 
could have the FedEx Cup 
all wrapped up before the 
Tour Championship. 
“That’s not good, either,” 
he said. “It would be great 
for me, but those aren’t the 
rules.” 
The rules allow for a big fin- 
ish. That would be some- 
one like Billy Horschel, who 
didn’t contend at a single 
tournament in 2014, got hot 
when the calendar turned 
to August, won the last two 
events and won the FedEx 


Cup. 
Dramatic stuff, sure. But the 
best year belonged to Rory 
McIlroy. 
It’s not about the new 
strokes differential system in 
place since 2019. The top 
seed starts the Tour Cham- 
pionship at 10-under par 
with a two-shot lead, while 
the players who barely 
make it to East Lake start 10 
shots behind. That’s not dif- 
ferent from when the points 
were reset; the odds are 
roughly the same. 
It still comes down to one 
week. 
What gets lost is under- 
standing what the FedEx 
Cup is and has always 
been a bonus competition 
at the end of the year that 
delivers the best fields and 
great tournaments. It also 
pays handsomely, a prize 
now up to $25 million. 
It’s important to players. It’s 
meaningful. But it doesn’t 
define a great season. 
Scheffler’s year will not be 
looked upon any worse 
if he’s watching some- 
one else Viktor Hovland 


last year, McIlroy the year 
before cashing in at East 
Lake. 
The tour tried to make 
amends with the “Comcast 
Business Top 10” to reward 
the regular season. Schef- 
fler won in a landslide and 
earned an $8 million bonus. 
But no one ever talks about 
who won that title. 
One solution might be a 
computer 
formula 
that 
determines the size of the 
lead going into the Tour 
Championship that reflects 
a player’s performance. 
Scheffler could start the 
Tour Championship with a 
four-shot lead, for example, 
after a season like this one. 
Then again, Scheffler had a 
six-shot lead going into the 
final round in 2022 and still 
couldn’t win. McIlroy cap- 
tured his third FedEx Cup 
title that year. McIlroy has 
never won a FedEx Cup 
from the pole position. 
As one can imagine, he 
has no gripes with the sys- 
tem. McIlroy is not being 
entirely selfish. 
“I think it makes the Tour 


Championship more excit- 
ing from a consumer stand- 
point,” he said. “Is it the fair- 
est reflection of who’s been 
the best player of the year? 
Probably not. But I think at 
this point, we’re not in for 
totally fair, we’re in for en- 
tertainment and for trying 
to put on the best product 
we possibly can.” 
If there’s anything that 
needs a closer look, it’s the 
schedule. 
McIlroy, the No. 3 seed to 
start the postseason, fin- 
ished second-to-last at the 
FedEx St. Jude Invitational 
last week. The heat was 
stifling, and McIlroy was 
playing tennis after his first 
round. So much for con- 
serving energy during the 
playoffs. 
His tie for 68th against a 70- 
man field sent him to No. 5 
in the standings. Don’t be 
surprised if McIlroy or an- 
other top seed skips the first 
playoff event next year be- 
cause it has so little bearing 
on them in the big picture. 
It would help to rotate the 
opening event. Of course, 
there’s the issue of that big 
building next to the fifth 
hole at the TPC Southwind 
FedEx 
headquarters. 
It’s 
a big bill FedEx is paying. 
The tour is no longer in New 
York or Boston. That should 
be considered. 
There was talk a few years 
ago about rotating the 
Tour Championship, using 
East Lake as an anchor site 
every other year. But with 
the FedEx Cup in its 18th 
year, players now say “East 
Lake” as where they want 
to be at the end of the 
year. 
In the meantime, no system 
is perfect. And no practical 
solutions have been pre- 
sented. The only thing “sil- 
ly” about the FedEx Cup is 
the amount of cash on the 
line.q 


Scottie Scheffler waves after making a putt on the 18th green during the final round of the St. Jude 
Championship golf tournament Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. 
Associated Press 


The FedEx Cup playoffs deliver. Just not always the best player 
with the title 


